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Net Zero

Net zero or zero-energy 
buildings produce at least as 
much energy as they 
consume on an annual basis. 

They do this by incorporating 
state-of-the-art energy 
efficiency and renewable 
energy technologies.
-  The National Renewable Energy Laboratory
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Group Session

● Welcome
● The Oregon Story
● Next Steps for Net Zero

Breakout Sessions

● Energy Efficiency
● Renewable Energy
● Energy Storage
● Buildings as Teaching Tools

Lunch and Networking

Agenda
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The Oregon 
Net Zero Story



Board Policy

● Community and staff committee 
drafted a paper on sustainability 
in the OSD

● Paper became policy and 
provided direction

● The policy provides a platform for 
staff-led environmental initiatives



"The Oregon School District believes it is critical for the future of our 
planet to develop learners who are ecologically literate and 
environmentally responsible citizens and stewards. We believe it is 
important to model the District’s commitment by establishing these 
values and developing practices consistent with them:

The District will continue to develop building and operational practices 
and procedures that reflect a commitment to environmental 
sustainability; and

The District will have an aligned K-12 curriculum that integrates 
ecological and environmental sciences and issues into the curriculum, 
including socio-economic aspects. This may include, but is not limited to, 
experiences outside the classroom, project-based learning, and 
environmental services projects.”

OREGON’S VALUE STATEMENT 



eGauge Pro
● Cost effective ($800)
● Easy to use and implement
● Helps to make data driven 

decisions

The Beginning: Energy Management



Oregon Middle School  2014



Original Solar Panel

Oregon Middle School  Solar | 62 KW



Brooklyn Elementary School  Solar | 36 KW



Oregon High School  Solar | 136 KW



SOLAR ARRAYS and GEOTHERMAL
2014 Referendum

Oregon’s Journey

Oregon Middle 
School

SOLAR PANEL
2014

NET ZERO
2018 Referendum

Forest Edge Elementary

Oregon 
High 

School

Oregon 
Middle 
School

Brooklyn 
Elementary



https://egauge42031.d.egauge.net/60AF1/classic.html


Net Zero Tracking Month-by-Month



Energy Usage Comparison

$57,674  difference in energy costs between Forest Edge & Rome Corners

$65,258 difference in energy costs between Forest Edge & the Middle School



● Needs a willing advocate with some 
passion for sustainability

● Requires time to learn and trust the 
technology 

● Needs minimal systems 
maintenance
○ Have not needed to add FTE

Maintaining a Net Zero Building



● Continue to learn and share our 
journey with other school districts

● Develop long-term approach to 
energy consumption

● Leverage building as an 
educational tool

● Empower future sustainability 
champions

What’s Next  for Oregon?



Getting to Zero: 
Top 5 Steps for New 

and Existing Buildings



Net Zero Top 5: Identify Champions

“Sustainability champions promote the 

dialogue that creates the culture change and 

governance necessary for a company to be 

truly sustainable. They are change makers.”



Net Zero Top 5: Benchmark & Set Goals

● Benchmark Your Current State -

● Set Goals
○ Energy Goals
○ Carbon Emissions Goals
○ Non-Energy/Carbon Goals

 



Net Zero Top 5: Establish a Roadmap



Net Zero Top 5: Leverage Financial Tools



Net Zero Top 5: Measure & Verify, Commission



Net Zero Top 5: New & Existing Buildings

● Identify Champions
● Benchmark & Set Goals
● Establish a Roadmap to Achieve Your Net Zero Goals

○ Align with Building Lifecycle Events
● Leverage Financial Tools 
● Measure & Verify, Commission



Getting to Zero: 
Tools for Net Zero 

Buildings



Tools for Net Zero: Design Guides



Tools for Net Zero: Design Guides



Tools for Net Zero: Building Certifications



Tools for Net Zero: Benchmarking



Tools for Net Zero: Benchmarking

Information offered by



Tools for Net Zero: Benchmarking

Information offered by
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Tools for Net Zero: Early Energy Modeling



Tools for Net Zero: Early Energy Modeling

Information offered by



Tools for Net Zero: Early Energy Modeling



Tools for Net Zero: Renewable Energy



Tools for Net Zero: Renewable Energy



Getting to Zero: 
Considering Embodied 

Carbon



Other Focus Areas: Embodied Carbon

➕





Troops #1477 & #1952 Girl Scouts of Wisconsin Badgerland



Other Focus Areas: Embodied Carbon



Embodied Carbon in Wisconsin

Are YOU interested in lowering the embodied carbon of 
Wisconsin’s buildings?

We are looking to formally organize a network of WI 
leaders to tackle this subject. Reach out if you’re interested!

● Julia Pooler - julia.pooler@gmail.com
● Ben Austin - baustin@findorff.com





Breakout 
Sessions



Breakout Overview

1. Energy Storage 
○ Oregon, HGA and MGE

2. Energy Efficiency
○ HGA and Findorff

3. Renewable Energy
○ Findorff and RENEW WI

4. The Building as a Teaching Tool
○ Oregon and Bray 



Scan for survey!

Before you go, we’d love your feedback!
 

Please scan the QR code to take our survey.


